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The 25 best European cities to visit
this summer

Fancy Berlin’s lake-swimming scene or the harbourside vibe in Amsterdam?
These places are perfect for sunshine weekenders — and all have
somewhere lovely to cool off
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Sean Newsom

will never forget my first summer weekend in Stockholm. It was early

August. The sun shone, the harbour sparkled and on a bike ride into Royal

Djurgarden I discovered a park that felt like some forgotten stretch of
farmland, barely half a mile from the Abba museum. My frazzled London eyes
blinked in disbelief. In the middle of the city, where all the stress and traffic
usually sits, people were kayaking, picnicking and sipping drinks on floating
lakeside pontoons. Admittedly, others were also boarding ferries to escape to the
nearby archipelago. But I had no idea why. What was the point of leaving when

there was so much light and space and greenery right here?



Stockholm isn’t the only European city that’s at its best right now. While many of
our hubs have been wilting in early summer heatwaves, others have been
rejoicing in their natural advantages — stripping off for a swim in their fjords,
harbours, rivers and lakes, riding cable cars onto the nearest mountain or
making the most of their cooler northern climates. Here, I've picked 25 of the
best of them, and every one has more to offer than a breeze. In some of the pubs
in Galway City, for example, there are trad music sessions seven nights a week if
yvou've got the stamina. In San Sebastian you can work up an appetite for an
evening of pintxos-tasting with a surf lesson beforehand. And in Gdansk in
Poland you can pay your respects to the quiet heroism of the Solidarity
movement in a state-of-the-art museum, before catching a tram to Jelitkowo’s

sandy beach.

These are, in other words, destinations that offer brain food as well as feasting,
partying and picnics. In many, but not all, you'll enjoy low-season hotel pricing
too, because despite the roasting heat of July and August many of us are still
determined to holiday on a Mediterranean beach. So you can upgrade not just
your idea of what summer in a city can be, you can bunk down in a posher hotel

too.

8. Palma de Mallorca, Spain




Some people think a chic hotel makes a whole trip worthwhile, and you might be
one of them when you slip into the rooftop infinity pool at El Llorenc¢ in Palma
de Mallorca. On the city walls of the Balearic island’s capital, looking out to sea,
this 33-room hotel has stylish, understated rooms with parquet floors and
balcony windows, as well as a Michelin-starred restaurant, DINS Santi Taura,
where Asian and Latin American flavours tinge Med dishes (think green curry
croquettes, octopus with Japanese-style onion dumpling, crispy squid with
foamy Mexican mole sauce; mains from £16). Despite all that, you’ll soon be
tempted outdoors. It’s a ten-minute saunter to the cathedral, backed by the old
town's warren of shaded streets. The nearest beach is not much further.

Room only doubles from £178. Fly to Palma



